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communication/journalism, and the equivalent 
of an undergraduate major in English. She is 
certified by the State of Illinois to teach high 
school English and middle school language arts, 
has an endorsement in journalism, has taught and 
advised high school student publications, and 
has taught ACT preparation classes in addition to 
teaching high school English.

Michele’s editorial experience includes:
•	 writing and editing elementary and high school 
educational materials including student editions, 
teacher editions, ancillaries, and standardized 
testing materials for publishers including Scott 
Foresman, McGraw-Hill, and Harcourt;
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combined with her degree in design/illustration, 
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the editorial and production needs of publishers.
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and managers to produce educational materials 
including student editions, teacher editions, and 
ancillaries;
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publishing projects;
•	 creating pagination charts/bookmaps and TOCs 
for elementary and high school ancillary and 
assessment projects; 
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houses while managing all aspects of large and 
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[begin page 31]

[head]The Gettysburg Address

[Write an introduction to the lesson that addresses the historical significance of the 
event and specified learning standard.]
The Battle of Gettysburg was an important Civil War battle. It took place over three 
days in July of 1863 [1a]. The Battle of Gettysburg was a major turning point in the 
Civil War [1a, 3a]. But the victory came at a high price. About 51,000 American 
soldiers died on the battlefield [1b].

The battlefield was turned into a national cemetery on November 19, 1863 [2a, 3b]. 
President Abraham Lincoln gave the following speech. His speech lasted less than 
three minutes, but it has become one of the most famous speeches ever given [2a/b, 
3b]. 

[Write a sentence that provides direction for reading.]
As you read, see if you can feel the emotions Lincoln might have felt as he spoke 
these words.

[Insert an appropriate art spec.]
[art spec: insert line drawn map of the Gettysburg, PA area, showing its proximity 
to other cities including Washington D.C., Vicksburg, Harrisburg, Philadelphia, and 
Baltimore.]

[begin selection]

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a 
new nation: conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 
created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great 
battlefield of that war.

We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting place for 
those who here gave their lives that this nation might live. It is altogether fitting and 
proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we cannot 
hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here have 
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 
note, nor long remember, what we say here; but it can never forget what they did 
here.

It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which 
they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here 
dedicated to the great task remaining before us, that from these honored dead we 
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of 
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devotion; that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain; 
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government 
of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

[end selection]

[end page 31]

[begin page 32]

[Write 4 to 6 questions that encourage students to respond to the passage. Questions 
should also address the specified learning standard]
Answer the questions: 

1. What other event in U.S. history is Lincoln talking about in paragraph 1?

2. Why does Lincoln say in paragraph 4 that they cannot “dedicate” or “consecrate” 
the battlefield?

3. In the last paragraph, Lincoln says that “these honored dead … shall not have 
died in vain.” What is he predicting will happen?

4. Historians say that Abraham Lincoln rewrote the Gettysburg address several 
times trying to make it perfect [3b]. Make a list of the words and phrases from the 
speech that show Lincoln’s emotions.

5. What does the Gettysburg Address tell you about Abraham Lincoln and his 
beliefs? 

[Write 1 or 2 activities that encourage students to use critical thinking skills. Don’t 
forget to address learning standard.]
Activities:

1. Pick an event that has meaning for you. The event can be happy or sad. It can 
be something that has meaning for only you and your family or something that 
has meaning for a lot of people. Once you have decided on an event, write a brief 
speech that commemorates the event and why it is important to you. When you 
finish writing, give your speech to your class. Don’t forget to choose words that 
show your emotions about the event.

2. Find Gettysburg on a map. Where is it in relation to other major cities like 
Washington D.C., Baltimore, and Philadelphia? Why do you think Gettysburg was 
such an important battle?

[end page 32]

Content Quality 
& Educational 
Soundness Our writers 
and editors have a wide 
variety of backgrounds 
that allow us to effectively 
meet client needs. 
We build teams  of 
editorial professionals 
who  can meet the 
content, readability, and 
educational goals of the 
client.

Learning Standards 
Since most of our writers 
are certified teachers, 
we are fully equipped 
to address the learning 
standards of the target 
state or states when it is 
required by the client. 

The content of this 
sample addresses learning 
standard 16.B.2d for the  
late elementary grades 
in the State of Illinois:  
Identify major political 
events and leaders within 
the United States historical 
eras since the adoption of 
the Constitution, including 
the westward expansion, 
Louisiana Purchase, Civil 
War, and 20th century 
wars as well as the roles of 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham 
Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, 
and Franklin D. Roosevelt.
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